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WCSA wishes you everything goes well in the year of Snake ‘. EJ f:F

Remember History
Reconcile Together
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Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge we are on Treaty
One Territory, the traditional land
of the Anishinaabe, Cree, Oji-Cree,
Dakota, and Dene peoples, and the
homeland of the Métis Nation.
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Residential School History

Residential Schools were state-sponsored, church-run institutions
established to assimilate Indigenous children into the dominant
Canadian culture through European approaches to education and
the practice of isolating the children from their families and
communities.

This process was traumatizing for the children and caused lasting
harm to the communities from which they were taken. From the
opening of the first schools in the 1830s until the last school closed
in 1996, approximately 150,000 Inuit, Métis and First Nation
children were forcibly removed from their homes and sent to over
130 institutions. Many children were beaten and sexually abused.
In 2021, potential unmarked gravesites were discovered adjacent
to a number of abandoned residential school sites. It is estimated
that thousands of children died at the institutions.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC)
concluded that residential schools were “a systematic, government-
sponsored attempt to destroy Aboriginal cultures and languages
and to assimilate Aboriginal peoples so that they no longer existed
as distinct peoples.” The TRC characterized this intent as “cultural
genocide.” The schools were often underfunded and overcrowded.
The quality of education was substandard. Children were harshly
punished for speaking their own languages. Staff were not held
accountable for how they treated the children.

We know that thousands of students suffered physical and sexual
abuse at residential schools. All suffered from loneliness and a
longing to be home with their families. The schools hurt the
children. The schools also hurt their families and their
communities.

Children were deprived of healthy examples of love and respect.
The distinct cultures, traditions, languages, and knowledge systems
of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples were eroded by forced
assimilation.
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Widespread abuse occurred
In these schools, including
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| want every child and every
family in Manitoba to have
the opportunity to reflect on
the legacy of residentials
schools, the children who
didn’t come home and the
profound impacts of that
trauma on families that still
exists today — Wab Kinew,
Premier of Manitoba
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Intergenerational trauma continues  4_#
to affect Indigenous communities,

impacting mental health and

family dynamics.
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Phyllis Webstad’s story of
her orange shirt being taken
away became the symbol
for Orange Shirt Day.
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Boxing Day

In 2021, Canadian government
set September 30 as the National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
In 2023, Manitoba made it a -{-J-;f’
statutory hollday, Orange Shirt Day.
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The Winnipeg Chinese Seniors Association (WCSA) is a Manitoba non-profit erganization registered in 2017.
With the aim of promoting health awareness and advocating for a healthy lifestyle, WCSA collaborates with
the government, community organizations, and residents to create an elderly-friendly community.

Since its establishment, WCSA has consistently upheld its mission and willingly embraced social
responsibility. Over the years, the association has initiated various fitness programs such as Tai Chi, table
tennis, badminton, square dancing, aercbics, yoga, line dancing, silk dance, and traditional Chinese dance.
Additionally, WCSA has organized classes including sketching, painting, vocal music, photography, English,
and drumming. The association has also facilitated community-building activities such as cooking,
gardening, literary salons, handicrafts, sewing, hiking, cyeling, and card games. Cultural exchange events
such as Canada Day celebrations, New Year gatherings, Spring Festival galas, Mid-Autumn Festival
celebrations, and Double Minth Festival activities have been organized. WC5A has actively participated in
public  service initiatives, including COVID waccination drives, diabetes blood glucose testing,
rheumatological disease awareness, assisting new immigrants with settlement, and promoting accessibility
information. Moreover, WCSA has engaged in charitable events like the Manitoba Marathon, Terry Fox Run,
ParticipACTION, and Harvest Food Drives.

As of now, WCSA has over 50 core volunteers managing online community activities and offline service
centers, benefiting more than 1800 members who have participated in or benefited from the association's
various charitable activities and services. Looking ahead, WCSA is committed to providing more and better
community services for its members and residents, contributing to a warm and harmonious community.
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